
H o m e  f o r  C h r i s t m a s

mtm
 NEWSLETTER
  December 2019

FO
LD

 2
FO

LD
 2

FO
LD

 1
FO

LD
 1

FOLD 3FOLD 3



Because every child  deserves
a l i t t l e Chris t m as hop e

Can you remember the way you  
felt as a child at Christmas? The 
wonder and awe? The hope?

At Mel Trotter Ministries, we typically  
have more than 70 kids and their 
families at the Mission during the 
holidays. These boys and girls lost 
their homes and their families are 
in crisis. My heart breaks for them. 
And I know you agree that they 
deserve to feel the same wonder 
you and I did at Christmastime. 
Because of friends like you, they can.

Each morning the kids at Mel Trotter  
Ministries pile onto the bus and 
head to school. On a day leading up  
to the Christmas season, while they  
spend the day learning, our staff and  
volunteers pull out the Christmas 
trees, lights and decorations.

You wouldn’t believe the transfor-
mation around here! Bright colors,  
red and white poinsettias, twinkling  
lights! The best part is when the 
kids return.

They leave on the bus in the morning  
from the Mission . . . but they return  
to a Christmas wonderland.

You should see their excited faces 
and how their eyes light up when 
they see how this space has been 
decorated.

This is just one small way your 
generosity is impacting lives. Not  
only will your support help feed 
those experiencing hunger and  
offer warm shelter for those with-
out a home, you will also share the 
hope of our Savior to men, women,  
and children.

By welcoming our hurting neighbors  
with open arms, you are putting 
the grace and love that came with  
Christ’s birth into action. Just as our  
Mission is transformed for Christmas,  
you are helping to transform lives  
through the resources and programs  
of MTM. 

You are equipping individuals and 
families to get back on their feet 
with dignity and purpose. But we 
cannot stop now. The children and 
their families need your help again. 

The holiday season is the busiest 
time of year. As we face year-end  
budget needs, we need your support  
to provide meals and life-changing 

programs. Tamiqua, whom you will  
meet in this newsletter, is able to 
spend Christmas at her home with  
her family this year and you can  
make this possible for more families.  
Would you share a special gift 
before the year comes to a close 
so nobody has to go hungry or 
sleep on the streets? 

As Christmas approaches, Michigan  
days and nights grow colder and 
colder. Please give right away to 
help us get individuals and families 
off the streets. 

With your help, everyone can  
experience Christmas hope . . . 

Thank you and Merry Christmas, 

Dennis Van Kampen 
President/CEO, Mel Trotter Ministries

From t he Pres iden t/CEO

My son and I had to leave our mobile home because 

the lot rent was too much. It was right in the 

middle of the holidays. There is more to our story...

Thanks to God.
MELTROTTER.ORG/GIVE
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A HOME JUS T IN  T IME F OR CHRIS T M AS

Tamiqua stood outside the doors  
of Mel Trotter Ministries with a 
baby in her arms and two children 
huddled beside her. It was a dark 
and snowy evening. 

Her family had been living out of  
their van, but they just couldn’t 
do it anymore. It wasn’t safe and 
the winter nights were too cold.

Tamiqua was a hard-working single 
mom of three boys—all under age 10.  
But a mold problem at the trailer 
forced them to move out. She tried  
to stay with a friend until she could 
get a deposit for a new place but 
she was kicked out.

“I had nowhere else to go. We were 
sleeping in my van at night. I had a 
cooler that I put food for the boys 
in,” she recalled.  

The frightened mom was desperate 
when someone recommended she  
try Mel Trotter Ministries. “It was 
after hours and I was scared,” she 
said. “I didn’t think they were going  
to let me in. But they did.”

Your support helps families in crisis  
like Tamiqua and her sons.

In collaboration with Family Promise 
of Grand Rapids, the Pathway Home 
Program not only helped the family 
get a place to stay, but they found  
resources they so desperately needed.

“Blankets, clothes, coats, diapers, they  
offered us that,” she said. “Everyone  
is so welcoming. It felt good to know  
that my kids were so happy here. I 
really don’t have a lot of family. My 
kids depend on me and I’ve always 
worked 12 to 16 hours a day. I had 
nobody to help me out. Mel Trotter 
and Family Promise became my 
biggest support system.”

While at Mel Trotter, Tamiqua got a  
better job as a pharmacy technician.  

“My advocate helped me move into 
a house with my family . . . it was two  
weeks before Christmas,” she said. 

Living out of her van with three small children, this mom received a Christmas she’ll never forget, thanks to you.

“I had just started my new job so I  
didn’t have money for presents. Mel  
Trotter provided Christmas presents.”

Friends like you turned this mom’s  
rock bottom moment into a  
Christmas that she’ll never forget. 

“It felt good to wake up Christmas  
morning at our own place,” she said.  

“My kids were happy. We made 
breakfast and opened presents.”

Tamiqua expressed that without 
friends like you who support Mel 
Trotter Ministries, she didn’t know 
how they would have survived.

“It’s so easy to become homeless,” 
Tamiqua said. “I still think about it 
all the time. It keeps me motivated 
every day to keep trying harder. I 
want to thank donors. Because of 
you, I’m not homeless. I appreciate 
it. One day I hope I can be a donor 
and give back.” 

Thank you for giving to help families  
in crisis. Your special Christmas gift 
this year will help transform even 
more lives!

“Mel Trotter and Family Promise  
became my biggest support 
system.” – Tamiqua
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Dennis was living on the streets with a crack cocaine addiction,  
but God didn’t give up on him. There’s more to his story...

Where a re t he y now ?

Often, the newsletter will introduce you to people 
who are just like you and me—but their stories have  
taken different paths. What we consider a true marker  
of success at MTM is life transformation. So we 
followed up with Dennis, a guest who came to us 
after spending a winter living in dire conditions—
uncertain if he could hope for anything better.

Dennis was living on the streets after a crack cocaine  
addiction took away his job, his family and friends,  
his home and his entire life. He spiraled so far that 
he spent winter at rock bottom.  

“The worst part of being homeless wasn’t living  
in a dumpster, it was that I was alone,” he recalled.  

“I felt like no one cared. My own family told me they 
never wanted anything to do with me. I couldn’t build  
relationships with people because I felt ‘less than.’”

But God didn’t give up on him… there’s more to his  
story. When Dennis was at the bottom, a pastor told  
him about Mel Trotter Ministries. After some ups 
and downs, he found the recovery and resources 
provided by friends like you to turn his life around.

“I opened my heart and made the commitment to put  
God first,” Dennis said. “I haven’t looked back. Today  
I am a different man. I’ve been clean and sober since  
2011 and I’m now ‘the go-to guy’ in the facilities 
department here at Mel Trotter Ministries. I have 
my own place, a nice car, and my family back. But 
the main thing is that I have peace in my life—that 
peace that only the Lord can bring me.”

Today, if you are looking for Dennis, you can find him  
fixing up vehicles for the Mission or ministering to  
the men who are going through the same struggles  
he once did.  

“The most rewarding part is helping someone else,” 
said Dennis. “I can share my testimony and maybe 
encourage someone that life can get better. I was 
a slave to drugs, and the power drugs had over me 
was lifted.” 

“I haven’t looked back. Today I am a 
different man.”  – Dennis

Dennis has built strong relationships 
with the men staying at Mel Trotter, 
like Jimmy.

Jimmy: left, Dennis: right
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“It Changed My Way of Thinking”

Dr. Chuck and Lori Lawrence have been helping 
their neighbors experiencing homelessness through  
Mel Trotter Ministries for more than a decade.  
But it was only a few years ago that they got a good 
look at who they were really helping.

“My perception before of people experiencing home-
lessness was that they were usually drunk, alcoholics 
or involved in drugs,” Lori admitted. “But when I came  
here for a tour it changed my way of thinking. It was 
an eye-opener.”

The Lawrences saw hard-working mothers and their 
children, families in crisis and teens, all who experi- 
enced homelessness due to an array of issues— 
job loss, shortage of low-income housing, medical 
conditions, or other such tragedies. 

“It’s not because they are bad people,” Lori said 
through tears. “Anyone can be homeless. I could 
be homeless.”

Dr. Chuck said that one of the reasons they support 
the Mission is that the resources help families get back  
on their feet—from job placement recommendations 
to classes on personal management, learning com-
puter skills to getting referrals for medical facilities.

“It’s not just a handout, it’s more of a 
path.”  – Dr. Chuck Lawrence

“We love the whole philosophy of not just toxic charity  
and giving people things, but helping them get back  
on their feet. And pairing it with helping them in every  
part of their lives—spiritually, mentally, physically,” 
Lori said.

Dr. Chuck agreed, “It’s not just a handout, it’s more 
of a path.”

In addition to supporting the Mission financially, the 
Lawrences decided to get even closer to the issues 
of homelessness. They have gotten involved with West  
Cannon Baptist Church, as well.

“Our choir helps provide worship services at the Mission,”  
Lori said. “I’m one of the pianists and we have such a  
good time. Those services are so fun and I think we get  
more uplifted when we come.”

Serving Together as a Church Family

Dr. Chuck and Lori have donated financially to Mel Trotter  
Ministries for years. But when they join other members  
of their West Cannon Baptist Church in volunteering  
at the Mission, their blessings multiply! “Our church 
members love coming to Mel Trotter,” Lori said.

The couple admitted that volunteering at Mel Trotter  
Ministries sometimes took them and other church 
members out of their comfort zones. “A lot of minds 
have been changed as to the stereotype of someone 
experiencing homelessness,” Lori said.

West Cannon teaching pastor, Doug Crawford, works  
closely with Leonard McElveen, Mel Trotter’s Vice 
President of Ministry and Outreach, to develop 
ministry opportunities for members of the church at  
the Mission.

“We got connected with Leonard through our choir  
ministry during the holidays” said Crawford.

From monthly church services to special events, the 
entire congregation of West Cannon gets involved. 
McElveen works closely with the church to facilitate 
service and provide training. The partnership is a 
blessing to everyone!

“The MTM guests have a lot of love to give back to us,  
and it’s a reciprocal relationship that benefits both  
sides,” Crawford said.

McElveen said Mel Trotter Ministries is looking 
for about seven more churches willing to partner  
and show the love and compassion of Christ to 
those who are experiencing homelessness.

To help, contact Dawn VanHorn at 616-588-8707 or  
dawnvanhorn@meltrotter.org. 
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225 Commerce Avenue SW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

meltrotter.org

Our Mission Statement
Mel Trotter Ministries exists to 
demonstrate the compassion  
of Jesus Christ, through rescue 

and restoration for anyone 
experiencing hunger  
and homelessness.

Board of Trustees  
2019–2020

DIRECTORS
Kurt Hein 

Chair
Bob Worthington 

Vice Chair
Donijo De Jonge 

Treasurer
Tonja Moyer 

Secretary
Tony Pearson 

Assistant Secretary and Treasurer
Dave Byers
Rich Craig

Anedra Eatman
Joe Jones
Jim Kregel

Jim Mitchell
Jonathan Moody

Andre Pierre

MEMBERS
Roger Bruins
Jim Bultema
Bruce Bush

Chuck Damon
Mary Hollebeek
Tony Johnson
Jeshua Lauka

Tom McGovern
Dale McNinch
Brenda Moore

Gordon Oosting
Janis Petrini
Scott Smith

Ron Van Houten

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Tom Meyers
Rick Velting† 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S

Easy Ways to Make 
Your Year-End G if t  bef ore 12 /31!

As 2019 comes to a close, you can give  
in many different ways. Your gift through  
a charitable IRA distribution, can be a  
convenient way to support Mel Trotter  
Ministries and help your neighbors 
experiencing hunger and homelessness.

Are you:

• 70 1/2 years of age or older?

• Facing a minimum required 
distribution from your IRA?

• Prayerfully considering giving  
a gift to Mel Trotter?

Your gift today will ensure that we can  
end the year financially strong and help  
every hurting individual who walks 
through our doors. 

While charitable distributions are not 
eligible for charitable tax deductions 
since they are exempt from income tax,  
they are an incredible blessing to MTM.  
Especially at this time of year when 
temperatures drop and more of our 
neighbors need our help.

Not sure where to start?
As always, consult your tax advisor  
on the best way to send a charitable 
IRA distribution. For personal help or 
questions, you are invited to contact 
Diane Hyland at 616-588-8732 or   
dianehyland@meltrotter.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you 
by December 31!

meltrotter.org/GIVE
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